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Olympics fashion
Sweaters, jackets and shoes that will

have you looking like a champion. 2D

Another big week of wedding events is on
tap for Triangle brides-to-be. Here are the
details:
m Locals can get a first look at gowns

from Vera Wang’s fall collection during a
trunk show Thursday through Saturday at
Alexia’s Bridal Boutique in Raleigh. Gowns
will be available in white and ivory, with
prices starting at $3,000. To schedule an
appointment, call 919-829-5900.
m Brides can create their own custom

gown by Nashville designer Olia Zavozina
during a trunk show at Traditions by Anna
in Raleigh. On Friday and Saturday, cus-
tomers can choose their neckline, train, col-
or and more in the designer’s gowns, priced
from $2,500 to $6,000. To reserve an ap-
pointment, call 919-783-8652.
m Victorian Rose Bridals in Cameron Vil-

lage will have the latest styles from designer
Tara Keely for a trunk show Friday through
Sunday. To make an appointment, call
919-833-1898.
m Couples registering at Belk Crabtree

will get the chance to win a Marchesa
gown, $2,000 worth of Carolee jewelry,

Belk gift cards and more during the En-
gagement Party 1:30-4:30 p.m. Sunday. At-
tendees can enjoy light refreshments, mu-
sic, discounts and a goodie bag. To RSVP,
call 919-782-7010, ext. 295. 

First Friday party

Downtown Raleigh men’s shop Estate
Boutique celebrates First Friday this week
with an appreciation party from 6-9 p.m.
The event, which celebrates the store’s cus-
tomers, as well as local artists, will feature
music, refreshments and a 30 percent dis-
count on purchases. Estate Boutique is at
300 W. Hargett St., No. 24, Raleigh; or visit
estateboutiquenc.com.

Macy’s Go Red

Macy’s will hold its annual Wear Red sale
to raise funds and awareness for the Amer-
ican Heart Association’s Go Red for Wom-
en campaign. 

Through Monday, shoppers who wear
red will receive 20 percent off most pur-
chases (with some exclusions). Macy’s also
will sell red dress pins for $2, with proceeds

benefiting the American Heart Association
Go Red for Women Campaign.

For more information, visit macys.com.

Unlock Your Chance

Bailey’s Fine Jewelry will debut new
pieces from David Yurman during their Un-
lock Your Chance event at the Crabtree Val-
ley Mall location on Saturday. During the
show, customers will have the chance to
open a vault containing his-and-hers David
Yurman jewelry. 

For details, call 919-788-7500 or visit
baileybox.com.

Valentine’s party

Last-minute Valentine’s Day shoppers get
a helping hand during the Valentine’s Day
Panic Party, 6-8 p.m. Tuesday at Joint Ven-
ture Jewelry and Peachy Keen boutiques in
Cary. The event will feature a trunk show by
local jewelry designer Kenda Kist, along
with complimentary food and beer from
White Street Brewing Co. 

For more info, call 919-678-0092 or visit
vdaypanicparty.eventbrite.com.

Stylin’ JENNIFER BRINGLE KEEPS UP WITH THE TRIANGLE’S EVOLVING FASHION AND TRENDS

4 events highlight new bridal styles 

- VERA WANG

See gowns from Vera Wang’s fall collection
during a trunk show Thursday through Sat-
urday at Alexia’s Bridal Boutique in Raleigh.
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or many women, a family hand-me-down fur is the most valua-

ble item in the closet, yet it never sees the light of day.

Often they’re floor-length and heavy, or boxy and unflatter-

ing. Maybe simply the wrong size. 

But with the right help and careful consideration, a vintage

mink, fox or chinchilla can be transformed into not only a once-a-year-

wear-to-the-opera coat, but something that’s a wardrobe staple.

The fur industry, which reached $1.2
billion in U.S. sales in 2012, is aiming to
make fur more appealing to younger
generations by creating more stream-
lined, tailored pieces that look nothing
like grandma’s bathrobe-length longhair
coats.

“A lot of people come in with furs
they’ve inherited and they don’t know
quite what to do with them,” says Rik
Kiszely, a fourth generation fur stylist at
Hertzberg Furs on Glenwood Avenue in
Raleigh. Kiszely and the staff help cus-
tomers decide how to make the fur into
something they’ll use. 

Susan Hagy spends her days oversee-
ing fur transformations at Douglas &
Montaldo’s Furs on Park Road in Char-
lotte.

“We call it the ‘chop shop,’ ” says Ha-
gy, laughing. 

Hagy says customers are often
shocked when they realize how many
ways they can alter their fur. 

Some women, especially those in
their 20s and 30s, approach Hagy hold-
ing their hand-me-down coat at arm’s
length away from their bodies, unsure if
they want to keep it or sell it to the store.

JULI LEONARD - jleonard@newsobserver.com

Libby Lum, left, and customer Barbara Parker, right, discuss alternations for a coat at Hertzberg Furs in Raleigh. Fur coats can be altered
in several ways. In Raleigh’s mild climate, many women opt for vests. Parker had one of her old fur coats remade into a throw.

Remake
your 

mink 
TURNING THAT HAND-ME-DOWN FUR
INTO A PRETTY WARDROBE ADDITION

IS EASIER THAN YOU MIGHT THINK

ROBERT LAHSER - rlahser@charlotteobserver.com

Susan Caldwell transformed her mother’s
full-length fox coat and mink stole into
several pieces – a sheared knee-length
coat, a vest and a coat for her dog. 

Not a fur-lover?
For those opposed to wearing real fur, it’s

easy to find real-looking faux fur in practically

every price point. From Target to Michael Kors,

designers are serving up vests, coats, jackets,

scarves and hats in every fur color and pattern

imaginable. 

m A good quality faux fur can also have a

long life in your wardrobe. A traditional tailor

can make changes in faux fur, modernizing

sleeves, collars and hemlines. 

m Faux fur is less expensive than real fur and

some favor it because North Carolina’s mild

winters mean you have more opportunities to

wear it and not get overheated. 

Faux fur vests range from $48 at Kohl’s to

$180 at Nordstrom and $248 at Neiman Marcus.

Prices for genuine fur coats range widely,

depending on the type of fur, the size of the

coat and the designer. They can range from just

over $1,000 to the tens of thousands of dollars.

By Cristina Bolling 
cbolling@charlotteobserver.com

SEE FUR, PAGE 8D

I have a short haircut and I
love it. It suits both my active,
sweaty lifestyle and my quirky
goofball personality to a T. My
foreseeable future includes ab-
solutely zero plans for growing
my hair out. 

That said, there are a few mi-
nor downsides to having short
hair, and along with raging
bed-head and unfortunate
wind-induced cowlicks, wear-
ing hats is one of them. 

I have found that once I put a
hat on my head,
it is best to stay
committed to it
unti l my next
shower. This is
especially true if
I do something
sweaty while I
am wearing the

hat. Seeing as I am an avid rec-
reational runner and fitness
professional who teaches mul-
tiple group exercise classes per
day, sweaty happens a lot in my
world. And thus, my best hat
scenario is just keeping the hat
on as long as I can get away
with it. 

Needless to say, I tend to re-
serve hats for only the very bit-
terly coldest of occasions.

In times of extremely dire
hat emergencies that do not al-
low keeping the hat on all day, I
generally just resign myself to
embracing the hat head as a
means for fostering a greater
appreciation of how my hair
looks when it is “normal” (a
term I use loosely, especially
when I’m talking about my
hair). 

I like to think of my hat head
acceptance as an expression of
the highest level of self-assu-
rance and confidence, but in
reality it is probably just the
reason I haven’t been out on a
date in a very long time.

Now don’t get me wrong. I
have tried to remedy the curse
of the hat head with accesso-
ries such as sparkly barrettes
and headbands. I have even
gone so far as to wet my whole
head down in the bathroom
sink at work and then attempt
to fluff up my hair using the
wall-mounted hand dryer. 

But inevitably, my friends
and co l leagues see r ight
through even my most elabo-
rate hat head revitalization ef-
forts, and they seem to take
great delight in telling me so. 

And that is why hat head is
an all-in sort of matter. If you
have short, unruly hair like
mine, you must either commit
to wearing the hat all day long
no matter what, or else you’d
better be ready to rock that cra-
zy hat head until the next time
you have access to a shower
and a blow dryer. 

Ellen Moss of Durham is an avid
runner who writes The Fast and

the Fabulous (fastandfab.
wordpress.com), a blog that
critiques workout apparel. 

The curse
of winter
hat head

That cap that keeps

you warm wreaks

havoc with your hair

Ellen Moss
Correspondent
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